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Main research fields 
I started with experimental research within molecular biology as master student and as a scientist, 
before expanding research in 1995 into philosophy of science and applied ethics. After defending 
thesis on risk governance of GMOs my engagement has continued to be in integrated projects 
combining experimental with theoretical approaches (ELSA and RRI) with focus on biotechnologies.  
 
Current research projects 
2017  Marsynth- Marine DNA modifying enzymes for synthetic biology (partner, funded by the RCN) 

(UiT is project owner)  
2009 GMOs and sustainable development (funded by Genøk)  
2008 Foresight of emerging biotechnologies (funded by GenØk)  
 
Former research projects 
2013  Sterile salmon by targeting factors involved in germ cell survival: novel vaccination strategies 

for sustainable fish farming (funded by the RCN) (IMR was project owner) 
2012  GM potato with late blight resistance - Deliberate examination of sustainability, ethical and 

social aspects (funded by RCN) 
2011  Exploring Legal Conditions and Framework for Marine-based Bioprospecting and Innovation 

(funded by RCN) (FNI was project owner)  
2010 Genetically modified organisms, information relevant to sustainable development labeling 

schemes (funded by Nordic Ecolabel (Miljømerking))  
2009 Stimulating sustainable innovations in aquaculture (funded by RCN) (FNI was project owner) 
2009 Designed to get away. Emerging deliberation and governance on autonomously disseminating 

technologies (funded by RCN in 2009, by Genøk 2010-2012)  
2009 Nanoethos –Novel changes for ELSA (funded by RCN) (in collaboration with NTNU)   
2009 RiskBrigde project (EU-FP6 funded) (associated scientist) 



2007 Nanotrust – Ethical conditions for a socially robust use of nanobiotechnology in aquaculture 
(funded by RCN) (NTNU was project owner)  

2006 Genetic engineering in aquaculture: Perspectives on management and sustainability (funded 
by RCN)  

2003 Introduction of genetic engineering in aquaculture, ethical and ecological implications for 
science and governance (funded by RCN)   

1996 Precaution, Context and Sustainability (funded by RCN) (PhD project)  
 
Committee appointments 
Member of the Research Council of Norway -Bionær program board (2017-present) 
Member of the National Commission for the Investigation of Research Misconduct (2017-present) 
Member of the Norwegian Board of Technology (2016-present) 
Deputy member of the Preimplantation Genetic Testing Committee (2014-present) 
Member of the ELSA-Network steering committee (2013 – at present) 
Member of the Biosafety capacity building course committee at GenØk (2003-present) 
Member of the Nordic Committee on Bioethics (2008-2015) (Chair in 2014) 
Member of the RCN NANOMAT program board (2008-2012) 
Member of the Nordic Network for Food and Agriculture Ethics (2007-2010) 
Member of the National Ethical Committee on Patents (2004-2010) 
Member of the Norwegian Scientific Committee for Food Safety (VKM) (2007-2010) 
Member of the Committee for Research Ethics in Science and Technology (2003-2009) 
Member of EUs Monitoring working group under Directive 2001/18 EC (2005-2008) 
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